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Finns, Germans, Letts, (ieortfians, Armenians, Tartars, etc,
etc., within our borders we conmved a desire to annex a
territory populated hy Mongolians, Chinese and Koreans,
I assumed the duty of ruling the Russian Empire in the
capacity of President  of the Committee of Ministers in
October, 1905.   At that time the country was in a state of
complete and universal confusion.   The Government w
in a quandary, and when the revolution boiled up furiously
from the depths, the authorities were completely paralyzed
They either did nothing or pulled in opposite directions, so
that the existing regime and its noble standard bearer were
almost completely swept out of existence,   The rioting grew
more fierce, not daily but hourly.   The revolution came out
openly on the streets :ind assumed a more and more threat-
ening character.    Its urge carried away all classes of the
people,
A general feeling of profound discontent with the existing
order was the most apparent symptom of the corruption
with which the social and political life of Russia was in-
fested It was this feeling that united all the classes of the
population. They all joined In a demand for radical polit-
ical reforms, but the manner in which the different social
groups visioncd the longed-for changes varied with each
class of people,
The upper classes, the nobility, were dissatisfied and im-
patient with the Government.   They were not averse to the
idea of limiting the Emperor's autocratic powers, but with a
view to benefiting their own class*   Their dream was an
aristocratic constitutional monarchy.   The merchants and
captains of industry, the rich, looked forward to a consti-
tutional monarchy of the burgeois type and dreamed of the
leadership of capital and of a mighty race of Russian Roths-
childs* The "intelligentzia,*1 Le>, members of various liberal
professions, hoped for a constitutional monarchy, which was
eventually to result in a bourgeois republic modelled upon tto